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Annual Report of the North Hampton Public Library Trustees 

The North Hampton Public Library (NHPL) Trustees closed out 2014 with renewed excitement for the future new North 
Hampton Public Library and Cultural Center in the Municipal Town Complex.  

We are extremely excited about the design of the new library & cultural center and its ability to serve as a central resource 
for our community.  The building design has successfully created dedicated areas for toddlers, teens, seniors and adults to 
enjoy while maintaining quiet study rooms and open spaces. The floor plan includes flexible multi-purpose rooms that can 
be arranged to accommodate 75-100 people for larger programs and community meetings. The 9,000 square foot building 
will also have ADA compliant, full handicap accessible entrances, restrooms and aisles that will be able to accommodate 
those in wheelchairs or strollers. Our attachment to the Town offices will allow us to both conserve amenities and share 
resources such as energy, storage, restrooms, parking and North Hampton historical collections. We are confident this 
attractive, energy efficient and enduring design can serve the needs of our North Hampton community and create more 
opportunities for education, information sharing and life-long learning for future generations.  

After a very promising vote in the March 2014 town elections, the NHPL and its supporters are continuing to forge ahead 
with our capital campaign to build a new library& cultural center for the town of North Hampton.  This project will be 
built with a combination of public and private funds.  Our Capital Campaign Committee created the North Hampton 
Public Library & Cultural Center Foundation to raise the necessary private funds from individuals, businesses and 
foundations. The foundation is incorporated as a New Hampshire non-profit organization and has recently received its 
501(c)(3) status.  Our goal is to raise half the total amount from the community, with the remaining funds coming from 
the Town through a Bond. The new building will be in the center of North Hampton’s new town campus – placing us 
where we should be, at the heart of our town, both literally and figuratively.   We have launched a $1.2-million 
fundraising campaign in support of the new North Hampton Public Library and Cultural Center which we hope that you 
will be a part of! 

Completing the campaign will require vision, leadership and dedicated support from our community. Our Capital 
Committee, chaired by Jo Lamprey and Jenny Marshall, will focus its efforts in fundraising the library’s half of the new 
building.  Lewis Roch serves as the committee’s financial agent, Marcia Gagnon as secretary and Suzanne Pieklik as 
Database Administrator.  We sincerely appreciate the dedicated effort of our Capital Campaign Committee members and 
those that participated in the many community meetings. There will be many opportunities for you to participate in the 
campaign as we continue to move forward in the new year.  

On June 28, 2014 the Library Trustees, staff and volunteers held our 
town’s first Library Day event.  The event was held to recognize our 
town’s 1907 library’s induction, also known as the “Stone Building”, 
to the National Register of Historic Places. The event also allowed us 
to “Celebrate the Past and Give to the Future” by contributing over 
$5,000 toward our new library campaign through donations, 
ornament sales and contributions to a silent auction.  The Trustees 
and NHPL staff would like to express our appreciation to all the 
individuals and many local businesses that supported this great event.   
This day would not have been possible without the many volunteers

Celebration Cake for Library Day 

Proposed New Library & Cultural Center 

RePoRt of tHe noRtH HaMPton 
PUblIc lIbRaRY tRUstees
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from our community and entire library staff who generously provided their time and energy. Thank you! 

In conjunction with Library Day we commissioned the production 
of a commemorative ornament of the 1907 library.  They can be 
purchased for $20at the North Hampton Public Library, the 
Cranberry Bog and Nature’s Outpost.  These beautiful, limited 
edition ornaments were designed and made in New Hampshire by 
Hampshire Pewter.  All proceeds from the sale of the ornaments 
go toward our Capital Campaign to help us build a new library and 
cultural center for the citizens of North Hampton. 

This year our library was selected as the Neal-Schuman 
Foundation award winner. This grant allowed Sally Gardner Reed, 
Executive Director, of United for Libraries to come to North 
Hampton Public Library to facilitate a 2-day library advocacy 
workshop in November that was attended by fourteen individuals 

from the community.  North Hampton was one of 10 libraries from across the country to receive this grant. The workshop 
was a great success and we are all learned a tremendous amount during the two days. 

The Library has 3 full time and 6 part time staff members.  These dedicated team members do an amazing job serving our 
community. The top items circulating in our collection this past year were Fiction, DVD's, Children's Picture books (E 
FIC) and Easy Readers.  Circulation this past year (46,336 items) was slightly above average, indicating that library use 
remains steady, and our library is as relevant today as it was before the advent of eBooks. We are also circulating more 
diverse items, such as microfilms for genealogists, Kindles, games, even a telescope!  This year the library added 2219 
items to the collection, excluding magazines was 2219.Fiction, including 
children's and young adult fiction accounted for forty-seven percent of new 
purchases this past year and DVDs accounted for 10 percent of our new 
materials.
The value of our collection stands at $713,218.    

This year the loaned most often was Jojo Moyes' book Me Before You, and the 
most popular non-fiction book was The Boys in the Boat by Daniel Brown.  Our 
library staff works hard to support you and your book group.  If we don’t have 
the resource, DVD or book you are looking forwe’ll try to get for you through 
New Hampshire’s interlibrary loan system.  Interlibrary loans increased by 8% 
this past year over 2013.  We borrowed 483 items for our patrons and loaned 
568 items to other libraries.  

This year our meeting room use increased by 22 percent.  Many organizations in town use the library’s meeting space to 
hold their meetings and events.  We are hopeful for the passage of the Town Campus to be able to better serve our 
community’s meeting and programming needs. 

DVD circulation has declined slightly the past two years but still constitutes 
our secondmost popular choice of library materials used.   The most popular 
adult movie checked out last year was "Lincoln" with "The Great Gatsby" a 
close second and surprisingly the DVD “Barbie- A Perfect Christmas” was the 
most popular children’s DVD -- checked out 24 times!  Did you know we also 
have access to movies through online sources such as IndieFlix, which 
provides free access to streaming movies online using an account set up with 
your library card, similar to Netflix.   

The fiscal year that ended in 2014 showed our highest attendance on record at 
library programs for youth and teens with more than 2430 children attending our programs!   This past year, our popular 
“Great Stone Face Book Award” afterschool book group was a very successful partnership with North Hampton School 
Library Media Specialist Mrs. Linda Sherouse and Ms. Lorreen Keating Youth Services Librarian at NHPL.    Students in 

North Hampton Library’s 1907 Ornament- On Sale! 
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grades 4 - 6 participated and read present and past Great Stone Face nominated books.  This program carried over to a 
very popular Thursday night book group in the summer.   When school’s out the Library is in!For more than 50 years the 
library has had a summer reading program for youth to encourage and support reading during the summer months.  This 
year was no different with 175 children participating in the Summer Reading Program.  From story times for pre-school 
children to the best in books for teens, the North Hampton Public Library is the place for youth! 
 
For those who feel that the physical paper bound book is a thing of the past, we hope you know the library has six Kindles 
(including one Kindle Fire), a Nook,sevenpublic computers including one chrome book.   Additionally library patrons 
have access to OverDrive, a digital library is a website that allows patrons with a valid library card 24/7 online access 
through the New Hampshire State Library to a FREE digital collection of eBooks, audiobooks, music and video. Patrons 
can select from a vast catalog of hundreds of thousands of titles. These resources can be read on a Kindle device or within 
Kindle apps (U.S. only), or download to a wide variety of devices. 
 
We are grateful for the generous support and assistance –especially by the Friends of the Library who make possible many 
of the “extras” – museum passes, summer reading program prizes, coffee & tea at the library etc.  This year Museum 
Passes increased in use by 54 percent.  In fact, our most popular items checked out were the passes to the Boston Museum 
of Science and the Museum of Fine Art which tied for most use this past year. Thank you to The Friends of NHPL for 
your hard work and dedication to the library’s mission.   

We look forward to working together with the community to support the library capital campaign in 2015 and contribute 
to the future of North Hampton. To learn more about the new library or the many ways individuals, foundations and 

organizations can support the Capital Campaign please contact nhpltrustees@gmail.com. 
 

North Hampton Public Library Trustees 
Kelly Layman Parrott, Chair 
John Kollmorgen, Treasurer 
Susan Leonardi, Secretary 
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